English Policy
Introduction
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum. This policy outlines the intent of English at
Ellingham; implementation is the responsibility of all teaching staff, overseen by the co-ordinator.

Intent
Our English curriculum is designed to expose children to a wide range of challenging, age
appropriate texts. These texts also often form the basis of other learning across the curriculum
(through Power of Reading). Through Guided Reading we aim to expose our pupils to quality texts
and rich language which they can magpie in their writing.
Phonics is systematically taught across the school from EYFS to Year 6 (if required). A range of
additional text decoding skills are taught from the early years and reinforced throughout the school.
All adults working in the school are expected to use standard English when speaking to the children.
Through quality shared writing children understand that writing is a continuous process and
redrafting is essential.
We aim to improve children’s writing fluency through:
-Daily teaching and practising of handwriting;
-Marking of writing which aims to consolidate, broaden and deepen skills and ensure pupils know
their next steps;
-Focused ongoing verbal feedback;
-High expectations of productivity;
-Grammar, punctuation and spelling is systematically taught and embedded in the curriculum from
the early years.
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Whole School Overview – Skills and Knowledge Progression Year 1
Composition, cohesion & effect
I can re-tell familiar stories
I can act out stories, portraying characters and their emotions
I can discuss my ideas with my teacher or my peers
I can orally rehearse and plan my own ideas
I can decide where stories are set
I can write a complete, simple story
I can write sentences in order in non-fiction writing
I can write simple non-fiction texts

Sentences & paragraphs
I can say a sentence orally
I can write sentences I say, writing one phrase at a time
I can write a simple sentence (single clause)
I can write more than one sentence
I can join clauses using ‘and’
I can use the word ‘because’ to explain (orally)
I can write sentences in a sequence to write a story

Vocabulary
I can make effective vocabulary choices
I can use story language and patterns that I have heard already

Punctuation
I can start all sentences with a capital letter
I can use a capital letter at the start of names of people and places
I always write capital ‘I’ for the personal pronoun
I can put full stops at the end of all my sentences
I can put a question mark at the end of a question
I can mostly use an exclamation mark when needed

Spelling
I can spell words using the phonemes I have been taught
I can name the letters of the alphabet in order
I can spell the days of the week
I can spell the common exception words for Year 1
I can add the prefix un- to spell words
I can add the suffixes –s, –es to show the plural

I can add the suffixes -ing, -ed, -er to spell words
I can spell some compound words

Handwriting
I can hold a pencil correctly
I can use spaces between words
I can form capital letters
I can write digit 0-9
I can mostly form lower case letters in the right direction and
starting in the right place
I can use clear ascenders
I can use clear descenders
Year 2

Composition, cohesion & effect
I can retell familiar stories and narratives that have happened to me
I can say out loud what I want to write about
I can plan my own stories with a logical sequence of events
I can plan a narrative by writing down key words
I can write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences
and those of others (real or fictional)
I can start to use some dialogue
I can write about real events, recording these simply and clearly
I can re-read to check that my writing makes sense

Sentences & paragraphs
I can write simple sentences with complete grammatical accuracy
I can use the present tense correctly and I am starting to use the
present progressive
I can use the past tense correctly and I am starting to use the past
progressive
I can write statements
I can write commands
I can write questions with question marks
I can use co-ordination (or, and, but) to join clauses
I can use subordination (when, if, that, because) to join clauses
I can start to vary my sentence openings

Vocabulary
I can use language appropriate to the text type
I can use expanded noun phrases to describe

I can use new vocabulary to describe what I am writing about
I can start to use appropriate adverbs to give essential information
I can describe characters

Punctuation
I can use capital letters correctly
I can use full stops correctly
I can use question marks correctly, when required
I can use exclamation marks correctly
I can use commas to separate items in a list
I can use apostrophes for contracted forms
I can use apostrophes for the possessive (singular- the girl’s name)

Spelling
I can segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by
graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly
I can make phonically-plausible attempts at others words I spell
I can spell many of the common exception words for Year 2
I can add suffixes to spell longer words, forming nouns or adjective
e.g. -ment, -ness, -ful, -less
I can use -ly suffix to turn adjectives into adverbs
I can start to spell common homophones correctly
I can start to spell contractions correctly

Handwriting
I leave spaces between words that reflect the size of the letter
I can form capital letters the correct way around and the same size
I can write digits the correct way around
I can form lower-case letters the correct way around and the same
size
I can use clear ascenders and descenders
I can use some diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters

Highlighted sections refer to Year 2 Teacher Assessment Framework

Year 3

Composition, cohesion & effect
I can include details that are relevant to what I am writing about
I can write stories with a clear structure
I can use dialogue in my narratives
I can express a viewpoint in my writing
I can organise my writing using headings and sub-headings
I can proofread for spelling and punctuation errors (consistent with
Year 3)
I can evaluate the effectiveness of my writing, in relation to the
purpose and form
I can make improvements to my writing in relation to the purpose
and form

Sentences & paragraphs
I can use the present perfect forms of verbs instead of the past tense
I can use present and past tense correctly including the progressive
form
I can use 1st or 3rd person consistently
I can link events using conjunctions and adverbs
I can express time using conjunctions, adverbs or prepositions
I can express place using conjunctions, adverbs or prepositions
I can use paragraphs to organise my ideas
I can use fronted adverbials to organise my writing

Vocabulary
I can use appropriate vocabulary for the purpose of my writing
I can imitate simple techniques that I have learnt from reading
I can include detail about the setting

Punctuation
I can use commas to separate grammatical boundaries
I can start to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech

Spelling
I can use a dictionary to check my spelling
I can spell all the common exception words when using them in my
writing
I can spell many words on the Year 3/4 word lists
I can use prefixes to form nouns, for example: super - , anti - , auto -

I can spell words using common word families linked by their
meaning
I can spell common homophones correctly
I know when to use the correct homophone in my writing e.g. ‘of’
and ‘off’
I can decide between ‘a’ or ‘an’ depending on whether the next
word begins with a consonant or a vowel

Handwriting
I can use clear ascenders and descenders
I can use diagonal strokes to join letters correctly
I can use horizontal strokes to join letters correctly
I understand which letters when adjacent to one another, are best
left unjoined
Year 4

Composition, cohesion & effect
I can organise my writing to match the purpose and form
I can proofread for spelling and punctuation errors (consistent with
year 4)
I can evaluate the effectiveness of a piece of writing and make
improvements

Sentences & paragraphs
I use Standard English forms for verb inflections (we were, not we
was)
I can use the appropriate pronoun and noun in my sentences to
avoid repetition
I can write sentences with more than one clause by using a wider
range of conjunctions
I can link events using appropriate conjunctions and adverbials
I can express cause using conjunctions, adverbs or prepositions
I can organise writing into paragraphs to show a change in setting,
character or time
I can organise my paragraphs around a theme
I can use fronted adverbials effectively

Vocabulary
I can expand noun phrases by adding adjectives and nouns

I can expand noun phrases by adding prepositional phrases
I can use figurative language (similes and metaphors)
I can develop mood and atmosphere using a range of vocabulary
I can describe a character using specific and relevant vocabulary
I can write a description of a setting using specific and relevant
vocabulary

Punctuation
I can use commas after fronted adverbials
I can use apostrophes to mark plural possession
I can use the possessive apostrophe correctly, depending on
whether words have regular or irregular plurals (e.g. girls’,
children’s)
I can indicate speech by using inverted commas and a comma after
the reporting clause.

Spelling
I can use a dictionary to check my spelling
I can spell words that are often misspelt (NC app.1)
I can spell all the words on the Year 3/4 word lists
I can spell common homophones correctly
I can use the correct homophones in my writing e.g. ‘of’ and ‘off’
I can spell contractions correctly

Handwriting
I can use clear ascenders and descenders
I can produce handwriting that is legible, clear and consistent

Year 5

Composition, cohesion & effect
I can identify the audience and purpose I am writing for
I can use the features of a text type independently
I can integrate dialogue in a narrative to convey how the character
feels and move the story on
I can write in a consistent style appropriate to form
I can use headings, sub-headings and bullet points to organise my
writing
I can construct appropriate introductions and conclusions/ openings
and endings in my writing
I can proofread for spelling and punctuation errors (consistent with
Year 5)
I can edit my writing and make changes to grammar or vocabulary to
enhance the effect
I can evaluate the effectiveness of a piece of writing and suggest
improvements

Sentences & paragraphs
I can choose vocabulary, word order, sentence length and
punctuation for effect
I use the correct tense throughout my writing
I can use modal verbs (e.g. might, should, will, must)
I ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using singular
and plural
I can use a range of conjunctions for linking, comparing and
contrasting
I can use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when,
whose, that
I can include sentences of different lengths in my writing to vary the
pace
I can use adverbials of time, place and number
I can build cohesion by making sure the sentences in my paragraphs
link using a wide range of devices
I can use adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs

Vocabulary
I can start to use modifiers in noun phrases
I can use a thesaurus appropriately
I can ‘show not tell’ when describing my characters

I can use colons to introduce a list and a semi colon within a list

Spelling
I can use a dictionary to check my spelling and the meanings of
words
I can spell many words on the Year 5/6 word lists
I can spell words using a range of prefixes, for example: dis-, de-,
mis-, over-, reI can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes (-ate, -ise,
-ify)
I can spell homophones correctly
I can use the correct homophones in my writing e.g. ‘of’ and ‘off’

Handwriting
I can use clear ascenders and descenders
I can write fluently and with increasing speed

Year 6

Composition, cohesion & effect
I can write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences,
selecting language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g.
the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in instructions
and persuasive writing).
I can use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across
paragraphs.
I can use pronouns to build cohesion within and across paragraphs.
I can use adverbials of time and place to build cohesion within and
across paragraphs.
I can use synonyms to build cohesion within and across paragraphs.
I can integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and
advance the action.
In narratives, I can describe settings, characters and atmosphere.

Sentences & paragraphs
I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout my
writing.

Vocabulary
I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what
the writing requires; doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using
contracted forms in dialogues in narrative).
I can use modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility.
I can use passive verbs to affect how information is presented.

Punctuation
I can use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly
correctly (e.g. inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate
direct speech).
I can use colons to introduce a list and a semi colon within a list.
I can use commas to clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity.
I can use brackets, dashes or commas for additional information

Spelling
I can spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list.
I can use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more
ambitious vocabulary.
I can use the correct homophones in my writing e.g. ‘of’ and ‘off’.

Handwriting
I can maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.
I can use clear ascenders and descenders.

Highlighted sections refer to Year 6 TAF.

Reading Progression Below:

Handwriting
Aim:
Our aim is that children will leave Ellingham being able to write legibly, fluently and at reasonable speed using their own style. By developing
this, our children will not be disadvantaged when they leave Ellingham.

Progression of skills
We use the Nelson Handwriting Scheme at Ellingham.

Nursery and Reception
The focus is upon correct letter formation and identification of how letters are formed. All children have opportunities to develop fine
and gross motor control as part of continuous provision.
Year 1
Cursive handwriting may be introduced halfway through Year 1, when children are ready.
Year 2
The teaching of cursive handwriting continues in Year 2, when the children will use joined writing in their class work. At the end of
KS1, children must be able to form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to
lower-case letters. They must also be able to use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters in order to achieve the
expected standard.
KS2
As children progress through the school, a slant in their writing may be introduced. Children will continue to be taught cursive
handwriting. At the end of KS2, children must be able to maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed to achieve the
expected standard.

Teaching
The teaching of handwriting is timetabled regularly throughout the week. Teachers use the Nelson Handwriting Scheme and the
resources provided. We recognise that some children take longer to develop the necessary skills; therefore, we provide additional
interventions and monitor their progress carefully. Children with a physical disability are catered for according to their individual needs.
Handwriting tools
Throughout their time at Ellingham, children use a range of tools for different purposes and styles of handwriting including: a wide
range of tools and media for mark-making in the EYFS, whiteboard pens for use on mini-whiteboards, fingers when writing on the
interactive whiteboard, art supplies including coloured pens and pencils for posters, displays and artwork, sharp pencils for most
writing in KS1 and a handwriting pen for when children are able to sustain a good level of presentation.
Feedback
Teachers will give verbal feedback during every handwriting lesson and model best practise. This can be done within lesson time.
Assessment
At the beginning of the school year, every child will copy a poem that will be relevant to their age. This will act as a benchmark for
teachers to judge progress by.

Planning, assessment and monitoring
Planning of the English curriculum focuses on the following:
•
•

•

Teaching pupils to read fluently, easily and with good understanding (this is done through systematic teaching of phonics and then with regular
Guided Reading sessions in KS2).
Pupils acquiring a wide vocabulary and an understanding of grammar and linguistic conventions. This is done through the timetabling of GPS that is
taught explicitly; at Ellingham we use the programme Grammar and Spelling Bug as well as various other resources to show progression in the skills
children are being taught.
Pupils writing clearly, accurately and coherently; the purpose and audience of a text is placed at the centre of every piece of writing to give our
children a clear reason for what they are doing.

•

At Ellingham, we map our English curriculum through medium and long-term planning that shows the different texts studied throughout each year
group. We aim to choose texts that represent the wide range of ethnicities, cultures and backgrounds at our school.

Assessment of the English curriculum:
At Ellingham we assess our English curriculum and the progress children make in a variety of ways. We have created our own writing assessment system
that allows teachers to compare children’s work with the National Curriculum statements for their age group. Teachers can then plan for progress by
addressing the gaps in their learning.
We assess reading summatively through the phonics screening, KS1 and KS2 SATs tests. For children not in an assessment year, we use the NFER tests to
validate teacher judgements. Formative assessment is an ongoing process; through planning, questioning, tailored guided reading sessions, teacher-led
activities and interventions.
Handwriting and spelling are assessed through baselines at the beginning of the Autumn term and then regular assessments after that to check children’s
progress. We use the Nelson Handwriting Scheme to inform our teaching of handwriting and No Nonsense Spelling to provide guidance for the spelling
curriculum and inclusion of specific words in the right year group.

Monitoring:
We monitor English on a regular basis through book looks, planning and learning walks/observations. Through looking at books, we check that writing is
being marked for progress and gives clear, next steps for children to focus on. Looking at planning allows us to see how differentiation is incorporated in
each lesson and how various groups are catered for. Learning walks allow us to observe the classroom environment and see that children are encouraged to
read for pleasure through the visual displays.

Additional Information
At Ellingham we celebrate reading through World Book Day every year; children are invited to turn up as a book character and the wider community are
invited in to hear a class read.

