DT Policy
Introduction
DT is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. This policy outlines the intent of DT
at Ellingham and implementation is the responsibility of all teaching staff, overseen by the
co-ordinator.

Intent
At Ellingham Primary School we want to encourage children to take risks, leading their own
learning while gathering and applying feedback from their mistakes. In DT the children are
actively and frequently encouraged to critique, evaluate and test their own ideas through
the use of a range of resources applied to a plethora of unique challenges.
We want children to be increasingly informed about the wider world, especially in
recognising the rapidity of change and development, the need for future creative thinking
and the ability to adapt to problems. We are mindful that a good portion of our children will
go on to have jobs that have yet to be invented. We thus use the DT curriculum as an
opportunity to promote this ‘outside the box’ thinking approach to problem solving.
We will continue to strive for improvements to our literacy and numeracy curriculum, but
do so in the knowledge that this can be enhanced by a creative approach to the promotion
of the wider curriculum. There are countless opportunities for a focus text, for example, to
lend itself to a DT project or for the study of angles, measuring and shape while building a
model.
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Planning, assessment and monitoring
Work in Design and Technology may be assessed through judgements of recorded
work but a large proportion of assessment is involved with practical application and
language development involving discussion, description and explanation skills.
Evidence may be seen in sketchbooks, on 2-D displays and most commonly through
3-D models and photographs of children’s work. It is the class teacher’s responsibility
to assess and report the children’s performance at the end of the academic year.
Through the delivery of the KS1 and KS2 Design Technology National Curriculum we
must ensure we have equipped pupils with the skills and knowledge that will enable
them to be ready for the Key Stage 3 curriculum and on the path to life as an adult
in the wider world. We want the children to have thoroughly enjoyed learning about
DT, therefore have a greater understanding of themselves and others and be
encouraged to undertake new life experiences, now and in the future.

Additional Information
Children should be given suitable instruction on the operation of all equipment
before being allowed to work with it. Children should be strictly supervised in their
use of equipment at all times. Adult to child ratio must be appropriate to the activity
e.g. closer supervision on activities such as use of a glue gun or wood saw. Children
should be taught to recognise and consider hazards and risks and to take action to
control these risks, having followed simple instructions.

Trip information coming soon
Arts week to be planned into the calendar

